St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 22 St. George Road, Springfield, MA 01104

The dpostlg

Volume 32, Issue 2 Rev. Fr. Christopher H. Stamas, Pastor  February 2010

The Pastords Page

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, or culture in general. All we heard about

were the Dark Ages, the Fall of the Roman
Despite the many Empire and the barbarism that took over
many blessings that come Rome. In fact, those things are true but
|| us from this country, there iwhat is also true is that the Eastern Roman
2 some disadvantages th Empire was developing its own theology
affect us as Orthodox Chrpased on the Apostolic faith and the well
tians. One of the lesirespected advances of the ancient peo-
obvious but important disadvantage ples.
what results from poor western theo These differences between East
For example, the relationship of sciiang west play themselves out in the under-
(the known, physical world) to religior gianding of who Jesus was, what He did,
become a significant issue in recent y gng what He could do. Was Jesus like a
as many western Christians become mgagician that walked around performing

Special points of interest

_ g fundamentalist or more literal about 5t v j ckso to i mpress
USSR UC S ROCIRL)  they read in the Scriptures. Genie that could, at will, defy the laws of
getiied ustiiofleadig Reading the history of the WCnature? To think of Jesus in this way is
about all they do) in American schools, the history of inappropriate from our perspective.
Orthodox people is often ignored c The Bible is a book of faith, not a

pletely.  After reading about ancp,ok of sciencdt was written by people
Greece, | do not remember a single \ho, although not scientifically astute, had
being mentioned about Constantini 5 keen sense of what affects the human

the Byzantine Empire, or the great gpjit. |ike many people from (See page 2)
vances in science, medicine, engine

PHILOPTOCHQOS NEWS

ol't is time for a new beg
spire creativity and revival in Orthodox Christianity in the Unit
States (and at St. George Cathedral). It is our duty and obligatifi & ##
not to hide our light under the bushel, but to let it shine before all peoplao
regain the missionary model that established the early Church. We must let
our light so shine- because unless people see in us the light and the love of
Christ, t hey(GwéklOfithodmoltepatineeht of ©utreach)

The Philoptochos, as the organization of Orthodox Christian women
dedicated to providing service and assistance to both individuals and groups
BNl =E N CIRELDI RV iy need, has in the past, and today, beethe hand of outreachat St. George.

RIS RORIICNGIERGMVEL  \1uch of the philanthropic and benevolent work associated with our church
falls under the umbrella of our Philoptochos Chapter. From scholarships to
family assistance, outreach, and local and international philanthropy, (p. 6)

1T Membership Dr
(We lost 25 but, in the end,
income was up overall)
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Middle Eastern cultures even today, the authors of the
often wrote in stories and in parables (without always té
reader) that convey absolute truths that relate to every s
every culture in every generation. Speak to most senif§
Europe today and you will find the same thing.

In most cases, the point of their letters or gospels
what Jesus could do but, rather, why He did it. For exa
and Peterds walking on wat
on Christ especially when the winds and waves of life o
us. His healing on the Sabbath is meant to teach us to di
proper use or application of the La
Commandments. His healing of
woman with the issue of blood shows J
|mporta_nt faith is in the heallr!g Pro¢eSS: A few members were missing but we still have a shdrt-
S_Ometh'”g that even the medical prégé'of candidates willing to serve. Elections of officers whs
sion readily acknowledges today.

also postponed until the first regular meeting. With so mugh
In the Orthodox Church, thee sponsi bility in their hafpds,

Scriptures are understood not as the ¢
: revelation of God but rather, as the rg
EQSict:gCIAetgs %‘;ﬁt‘ of revelation with the human eleme
a round, not flat Earth| Volved. Eastern Christians never had
on his shoulders. issue of persecuting astronomers,
gists, or scientists that revealed ho

round Earth revolves around the Sun, how life begins o
ments from the periodic table (the Ancients had only four e

youngest mem-
At the same time, we do not deny that Christ hs. { 7 ber of the com-
power to perform miracles or that the Saints, through thei. 8l munity. They
did not make miraculous and improbable things happen.” | have ' also were fortu-
been a witness myself to OGgekduhtogetthegoo hakedingidethepreadver s s e
and one can only guess how many events, while not defyg th, i
BY 'George Begins New Nursery

laws of nature per se, God has affected because of His Iove a

mercy toward us. School Program

As one of many former engineers that are now priests ingp January 3, a cold and snowy day, the new nur:
this Archdiocese, | know my faith is not affected at all by tk@@l@imgram officially began at St. George. Parents e
of miraculous events because | understand that biblical hypsiddedstheir gratitude as the old Trophy Room was cc
not lying as much as it is expressing the same embellishignédviito a very hospitable and frienghafehitmos-
use when we call s o meThdkeynigphérafw thslittleands. or At o di e f or ¢

thisl ook for Goddés wisdom, | oV e JendyNigholddh, & yond rRothér hefself, haoveif
thing and you will soon find yourself on bended knee worgépging coordinate the program and to make the time
Him more than ever before. In the end, if there is one thingdhatitve as can be. Most important is the fact that we w
absolutely true about our God, it is that He is truly awesomeur young families to feel comfortable and welcome both
. . - church and in this extension to the Sunday School progran
Trip to St. Nektarios Monastery in NY Possible extensions to this nurs-
ery may be a A Mommy
during the week or in the homes of the
various parents. For the present however,
our goal is to form a good, Christian char-
acter in our children and to let them know
about the love of God and the love that His
Church has to offer. For this age group,
there is no greater message.

t he

Steve and Kim
Manioudakis re
ceived a piece of
the Vasilopita on
January 3 since
their son, Cooper
Andrew, was the

.’ih \

With the overwhelming response that we got from our par-
ish (we initially sold out in two days), we decided to expand the trip
to the monastery and to get a bus that can accommodate over 50
people. Aspasia Gravanis (562371) is coordinating everything so,
for those who are interested, please contact her immediately. We
expect this trip to sell out very quickly. Ladies are reminded to wear
long skirts and a kerchief for their heads.
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Cancelling Services and Events

For several years now, we have taken advantage of the technol-
ogy in our phone system and announced postponements or cancellations
by placing a message on the answering system.

Morning Church services, for example, are always announced by
7 am while evening events are announced by 4 pm the latestf there is
snow on the ground or in the forecast, it is altogether possible that we will
either postpone or cancel something for the safety of our parishioners.
Please simply call the church number (731496) and wait for the mes-
sage. If the message has not been changed, the events will take place as
scheduled.
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