
   

 

This monthôs message seen 
in church bulletins throughout 
New England is by Fr. Greg-
ory Christakos of the Sts. 
Anargyroi Church in Marl-

boro, MA 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 T.S. Eliot famously wrote ñApril is the 
cruelest monthò but those of us who live in the 
Northeast may well consider February to hold 
that honor.  The weather is cold and often 
stormy, and milder spring days still seem far 
away.  Pennsylvania Germans capitalized on 
this circumstance and brought with them the 
tradition of Groundhog Day, when, according to 
lore, the end of winter (and thus, nicer weather) 
is predicted.  Groundhog Day, observed on 
February 2,  has become a popular secular 
celebration, although no one really takes the 
groundhogôs weather prediction seriously.  In 
the Orthodox Church, February 2 has a far 
larger and more meaningful significance.  It is 
the feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the 
Temple.  Just as the enjoyable Groundhog Day 
is connected with a change in seasons, the 
Presentation of the Lord (ɈˊŬˊŬɜŰɐ in Greek) 
signifies a change in seasons.  It is the fortieth 
day after Christmas and the last day on the 

calendar oriented toward that feast.  After Feb-
ruary 2, everything is focused on the long 
preparation for and ultimate celebration of Pas-

cha.   

 The Presentation (or Meeting) of the 
Lord has its scriptural origins in the Gospel of 
Luke.  Joseph and Mary take the baby Jesus to 
the temple in accordance with the Law of 
Moses.  They meet Simeon, whose scriptural 
role is to represent the Old Testament  as well 
as Anna the prophetess (one of four women 
with that title in scripture, with the others being 
Miriam, Deborah and the more obscure 
Huldah).  Three times in the passage it is stated 
that the event is to fulfill the precepts of the 
Law.  Simeonôs canticle is used in the vespers 
service in the Orthodox Church, while the tradi-
tion of blessing candles on this day (hence the 
western term Candlemas) comes from the light 
reference in Simeonôs song.  The feast is the 
only major feast in the Church that has charac-
teristics of a Feast of the Lord and a Feast of 

the Theotokos. 

 Whenever Pascha is early (such as 
this year, where it falls in mid-April) the prepara-
tion for Lent and Pascha begins soon after the 
Presentation.  While Lent itself is a time of 
preparation, the period before Lent is a time of 
preparation as well.  This seems redundant but 

Lent is ideally a time of (continued on page 4)  
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Big Changes Come To Local Parishes 
 The end of January is bringing more changes to our 
local churches than we have seen in decades.  Fr. Michael Sita-
ras from St. Luke in East Longmeadow was assigned to the Sts. 
Constantine and Helen Church in Cardiff-by-the-Sea, CA.  After 
exactly  ten years at St. Luke, he will be missed by them and by 

us at St. George. 

 Also, as we briefly mentioned in last monthôs issue, Fr. 
Harry Vulopas of the Holy Trinity Church will be leaving for an 
extended vacation.  Upon his return in April, he will be serving his 
parish again but only for a short time.  After fifty years at the 
helm,  Fr. Harry plans to move away eventually and enjoy his 

retirement by doing lots of reading and writing.  Obviously, we wish them both all of Godôs richest 

blessings and hope that they will return to visit from time to time. 
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The Apostle is the monthly newsletter of St. George Greek 

Orthodox Cathedral of Western Massachusetts, Inc. 

22 St. George Road, Springfield, MA 01104 

Tel: 413-737-1496            E-mail: stgeorgeoffice@verizon.net 

An online version is also available anytime at our web site: 

www.stgeorgecath.org   Simply click on ñThe Apostleò. 

Parish e-mailings can be automatically received by clicking 

on Subscribe to Mailings on the parish web site. 

New Ads for The Apostle 
 We are renewing all of our ads in The Apostle for the new 
Church Year beginning September 1.  Our rates are the same as 
theyõve been for over ten years.  A business card is $100 for the year, 
a quarter page is $250, a half is $500 and a whole page is $1,000 for 
the entire year.  If you would like to either renew your ad or would 
like to place an ad for the first time, please contact Fr. Chris immedi-
ately.  Payment is due in advance with your ad (if it is new or differ-
ent).  Those who choose to advertise later in the year only pay for the 
remainder of the term which is until August.  Every month, close to 
1,000 people will see your advertisement and many find that their ad 
does, in fact, help their business.  Of course, it also helps St. George 

and makes you known to the whole community. 

Notification of Cancelled Services and Events 

 As we have done for many years, we will continue this 

year to make announcements to the community through the 

voicemail system.  If there is any reason to believe a service or 

event may have been cancelled or changed, please call the 

churchõs office at 737-1496 and simply listen to the message.  

If a Sunday morning service is being affected, the message 

will reflect the change or cancellation by 7 am. 

 We are also trying to use the Internet as much as pos-

sible but power outages do not allow this oftentimes.  With cell 

phones, the voicemail system is always accessible and pro-

vides with the easiest method of communication. 

 The reason for not using the TV stations is that each 

station requires a different password that we may not have 

and again, power outages may not allow us to watch TV for the 

latest information. 

 Please spread the word to family and friends:  call the 

Church if there is any question of what to do. 

A few members of the Philoptochos Vasilopita baking team:  

Dorothy Tsatsos, Deb Ciejek, Denise Reed, Antigone Panidis,  

Pat Tsandilas, Betty Socha, and Mary Anne Pappas  
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SSSACRAMENTSACRAMENTSACRAMENTS   ANDANDAND   FFFUNERALSUNERALSUNERALS   
There were none since our last issue. 

AAADDITIONALDDITIONALDDITIONAL   CCCHURCHHURCHHURCH   SSSERVICESERVICESERVICES   INININ   FFFEBRUARYEBRUARYEBRUARY   
February 2ðThe Meeting of the Our Lord with St. Symeon in the 

Temple, liturgy in the chapel at 9 am 

February 18ðFirst Saturday of Souls, liturgy in the chapel at 9 am 

February 25ðSecond Saturday of Souls, in the chapel at 9 am 

February 27ðClean Monday.  Strict Fast.  Office of Great Com-

pline in the chapel at 7 pm 

February 29ðPre-Sanctified Liturgy in the chapel at 6:30 pm 

2 ūŮɓɟɞɡŬɟɑɞɡðȼ ɈˊŬˊŬɜŰɐ Űɞɡ Ⱦɡɟɑɞɡ ɛŮŰɎ ɆɡɛŮɩɜ Ůɘɠ Űɞɜ 

ɁŬɧɜ, ȿŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬ ůŰɞ ˊŬɟŮəəɚɐůɘ ůŰɘɠ 9 ˊɛ 

18 ūŮɓɟɞɡŬɟɑɞɡð1ɞ ɊɡɢɞůɎɓɓŬŰɞ, ůŰɞ ˊŬɟŮəəɚɐůɘ ůŰɘɠ 9 ˊɛ 

25 ūŮɓɟɞɡŬɟɑɞɡð 2ɞ ɊɡɢɞůɎɓɓŬŰɞ, ůŰɞ ˊŬɟŮəəɚɐůɘ ůŰɘɠ 9 ˊɛ 

27 ūŮɓɟɞɡŬɟɑɞɡðȾŬɗŬɟɎ ȹŮɡŰɏɟŬ.  ɁɖůŰŮɑŬ ɛŮ ŬəɟɑɓŮɘŬ.  

ȷəɞɚɞɡɗɑŬ Űɞɡ ɀŮɔɎɚɞɡ ȷˊɞŭŮɑˊɜɞɡ, ˊŬɟŮəəɚɐůɘ, 7 ɛɛ 

29 ūŮɓɟɞɡŬɟɑɞɡðɄɟɞɖɔɘŬůɛɏɜɖ ȿŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬ, ˊŬɟŮəəɚɐůɘ, 6.30 ɛɛ 

Itõs not too early to think about 

ordering a book for Holy Week.  

Itõs just four months away and 

orders need to be placed now to 

get the discounted rate.  The 

cost is just $22 for this book 

which includes every word we 

speak or chant in Greek and 

English.  Please order your copy 

today from the office. 

Seen here is Vasilopita chairperson for he past 10 years, Mary 
Anne Pappas (left), with a few of the coin winners: Georgia 
Malandrakis, Betty Socha, and Georgia Lisee.  Thanks to all 
who participated and contributed so generously this year. 

 Our new ñ40 to 

4ò group at St. 

George brings 

together young 

mothers and 

their children for 

a little fun time 

at the Center.  

This is open to 

all children from 

40 days old to 4 

years old.  For more information, e-mail: stephvardal@yahoo.com 
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The Pastorôs Page from page 1 
spiritual and physical rigor and having a period to prepare for 
this makes sense.  This year, several days after the Presen-
tation feast comes the Sunday of the Publican and the Phari-
see.  The Gospel reading is a reminder of the need for humil-
ity.  The week following the reading is a fast-free week to 
remind us to avoid the hypocrisy of the Pharisee.  Soon after 
we have Meatfare and then Cheesefare Sunday.  The fast is 
gradually introduced and Lenten elements begin to be seen 

in the daily services. 

 The Presentation of the Lord in the Temple is a 
signpost on the Orthodox calendar and in our lives.  It signi-
fies a change of seasons and is a call to begin preparations 
for Lent and Pascha.  It is a powerful passage from scripture 
that encapsulates the saving work of Christ and his fulfillment 
of the Law.  Finally, it is a light in the often dreary month of 

February and a harbinger of the wonderful things to come. 

Over 60 Club News and 

Thank Yous 
On February 1, we are going to Magic Wings, a butterfly mu-

seum, in Deerfield.  We will leave at 10 am from the Greek Cul-

tural Center and return by 5 pm.  We will be led by a private 

tour guide who will show us how the butterflies are kept 

throughout the year.  We will also go to Kringle Kandle after 

lunch to see how the candle are manufactured.  We would also 

like to thank Vangelis Goulas and Doreen Psilakis for the wine 

they donated.  We wish everyone a Happy Winter and good 

health. 

Ink Cartridges and Aluminum Can Tabs Still Wanted 

 Itõs one of the easiest things to do to help St. George.  Just save 

your empty ink cartridges and the tabs from aluminum cans so that we can 

recycle them and receive some much-needed funds for the office.  Some, 

to their credit, have asked their co-workers to save their ink cartridges for 

them.  We can recycle up to 20 each month.  Both can be dropped off with 

the ladies at the church office. 

GOYA News 
 On February 5, the GOYA will be standing at 
the entrance to the Church to receive donations for for 
the Souper Bowl Caring event that benefits the Inter-
national Orthodox Christian Charities.  As you know, 
this is an annual event on Super Bowl Sunday that 
reminds of the many in our communities that are in 

need of assistance.  Thanks for your generosity.   

 On February 12, the GOYA will meet immedi-
ately after Sunday School to set in stone plans made 

earlier for the rest of the year. 

JOY on February 18 
 This month, due to another conflict, we will be 

meeting on February 18, not February 11 as we had previ-

ously scheduled.   We hope to be able to do some sledding 

but, in there isnõt enough snow, we will make the best of it 

with plenty of activities and fun for everyone.  

 This year has been our best so far for JOY as a 

number of young families have made a commitment to it.  

We hope that others will also come forward and join us as 

we grow in faith and stature with our Lord. 
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Philoptochos NewsPhiloptochos News  

Dear Sisters in Christ and Friends of Philoptochos,  

     Happy New Year to all from Philopto-
chos!  May God bless us this year with an abun-
dance of Faith, Hope, Charity, and Love as we 
continue to do God's work here on earth.  As 
usual, our Philoptochos Chapter is brimming with 
excitement as we approach these next few 
months because we have so many wonderful 
opportunities for us to work together to serve 
those in need in our own community and beyond. 
But before we look ahead, I would like to recap 
our philanthropic outreach in 2011.  Besides all of 

the hundreds of hours of hands-on service that our Philoptochos la-
dies and men donated to so many worthy causes, we are extremely 
proud to say that, due to your membership stewardship and your addi-
tional support and donations, our chapter was able to donate $17,500 
to charitable causes last year!  Thank you for your generosity!  The 

following is a summary of our outreach: 

¶ $10,400 to our National Philoptochos Commitments, including 

our membership per capita and other required donations such as to 
St. Basil's Academy, HC/HC (proceeds from the Lenten Lunch-
eon) Autism Assistance, IOCC, the National Philoptochos Emergency 

Fund, UNICEF, and others. 

¶ $1,300 to our Metropolis Philoptochos Commitments, including 

FOS, the Methodios Faith and Heritage Camp, and membership. 

¶ $1,000 to our local charities, including the Ronald McDonald 

House, Springfield Rescue Mission, Salvation Army, Toys for Joy, and 

the USO 

¶ $4,350 to our St. George parish charitable donations, including 

scholarships, Stop & Shop gift cards for those in need, and the Tor-

nado Fund. 

$450 to other wonderful causes. 

     We hope and pray that our philanthropy increases in 2012 due to 
your continued support and generosity.  Remember, even if you can-
not give five minutes of your time to help, you can give one minute of 
your time to renew your membership or become a member of Philop-
tochos in 2012, which will only add to our charitable donation abil-
ity!  January is our Kick-Off Membership month, and our membership 
form is in this newsletter--don't delay, sign up today!  By becoming 
a member, you can proudly say that you are a part of the LARGEST 
ladies philanthropic organization in the United States (yes, we 
passed Hadassah in 2011!).  Yes, there is power in numbers, and we 
need all ladies (and men as associate members) to join with us today 
to make a difference!  See below for additional details. 
     Now for a few "save the dates" and a few requests--please mark 
your calendars!  Please consider stepping up to help! We love your 

assistance and your ideas! 

Philoptochos 2012 Membership Kick-Off will be held during cof-
fee hour in the large hall on Sunday, January 22 from 11:30-
12:00.  Renew your membership or become a new member by mak-
ing a stewardship contribution anytime on or before January 22 and 
your name will be entered into a drawing for a $25 gift card to a 

local supermarket to be drawn at noon on 1/22 during coffee hour.  All 
are welcome to become a part of our very vibrant and philanthropic St. 
George chapter; we have such a strong history of fellowship and ser-
vice, and we need YOU to continue our work helping those in need 
today and in the future.  Just by joining and making a stewardship 
contribution you are immediately connected to the largest women's 
philanthropic organization in the United States.  We also welcome 
men as associate members.  The current 2012 board will have a table 
at the coffee hour to take your membership, and there will be a form in 
the January newsletter and on our Philoptochos link through stgeorge-
cath.org to send in your membership at any time.  Also, National 
Membership cards that were not mailed last year will be available on 

1/22 for pick-up. Thank you! 

(This is in lieu of the previously announced General Assembly 

meeting on 1/22). 

¶ Save the Date!  Philoptochos annual Membership Social will 

be held on Sunday, February 12 in the Small Hall from 12:00-
1:30.   For this year's theme, "Dips, Drinks, and Dancing" the Philopto-
chos board will entice you with their very best dips, crackers, and 
other healthy munchies, while our very capable bartenders Chris Cie-
jek and Charlie Alvanos will be serving up their famous martinis and 
margharitas! Line dancing will also be in the program. . . country-
western line-dancing lessons, and of course some Greek dancing, will 
round out the festivities.  This will be our Go Red event (which has a 
"Dancing for Heart Health" theme this year), so all are encouraged to 
dress comfortably and to wear red to recognize "Heart Health" 
month.  Your $5 donation to the American Heart Association will enter 
your name into a special drawing that afternoon for a dozen red 
roses--just in time for Valentine's Day! Join the fun! All are invited! 
You will have the opportunity to sign up/renew your membership as 
well as to sign up to donate your time, talent and treasure to our up-

coming Philoptochos events. 

¶ On the same date, February 12, we will also have our first Blood 

Pressure Sunday, sponsored by our wonderful Parish Nurse Team. 

Sunday, March 25, from 12:00-2:00 will be the date of our annual 
(and delicious) Lenten Fish Luncheon, at which time we also cele-
brate the feast of our beloved chapter "Evangelismos", as well as 
Greek Independence Day with a special presentation from the Greek 
School Students.  This is always such a special event which brings all 
of us together during the Lenten season.  Additional details will be 
available soon, but in the meantime, we are looking for volunteers 
to help with the following important tasks: someone to be a co-chair 
for the event, set-up and clean-up, assistance with donations, and 
assistance planning and preparing the food.   Please consider helping 
out and contact me, Sue Alvanos, at 413-789-0157 or cal-

vanos@hotmail.com for information or to volunteer. 

 We are still looking for someone to organize monthly or 
bimonthly meal preparation at the Springfield Rescue Mission.  It is 

not a difficult task but very rewarding.   

     I would like to offer my sincere "thank you" to those that volun-
teered to make our annual Vasilopita celebration such a beauti-
ful event: Father Chris for his beautiful orchestration of the cutting, 
Mary Anne Pappas for chairing the event, Denise Reed and Pat 
Tsandilas for chairing the baking of the Vasilopita for coffee hour--and 
for their team of baking volunteers, Mrs. Antigone Panidis for baking 
the Vasilopita for church, and to all those organizations who were so 

very generous with your donations.  All proceeds (continued page 9)  
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Trip to Washington D.C. 
 Bessie Mavredakis is sponsoring a trip for 4 days and 3 

nights to our nationõs Capital.  The trip will run April 25 to 28, 

2012.  Included in the cost of $549 per person are transporta-

tion, lodging, breakfast, dinner, tours of Arlington National Ceme-

tery, the War Memorials, National Cathedral and St. Sophia Greek 

Orthodox Church, the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, the 

Smithsonian Museums and much more. 

 If you have never been before, this is a great trip at a 

great price.  Take advantage of this opportunity now and visit the 

center of world democracy.  You can call Bessie at Alpha Travel at 

413-731-5514 to find out more information. 

Marcia Eliopoulos, Aristea Fenney, Eleni Hogan and Stavroulla Mavroudhis
-Koetsch packaged over 100 bagged lunches and helped deliver them to 
three sites in Springfield. Mike Piepergerdes also helped make the sand-
wiches.  Matt, a staff member from the Springfield Rescue Mission, drove 
the group around the city  in their van and  served soup for the people. 

The best and most beautiful things in the world  

cannot be seen or even touched.   

They must be felt with the heart. 

~Helen Keller 

CrossRoad Accepting Applications for 

Summer Sessions 

 CrossRoad has been designed to best meet the needs of Or-
thodox teens in their junior or senior year of high school who desire to 
deepen their faith in an Orthodox setting.  Applicants must be Orthodox 
Christians between the ages of 16 and 18 years old, and should not 
have graduated high school prior to April of the year they apply. For 
CrossRoad 2012, we will accept students in the high school class of 
2012 or 2013 (juniors and seniors).  Priority will be given to those appli-
cations completed and postmarked by March 1, 2012. Applicants who 
have met this deadline will be notified of their application status by mid-

April.  All completed applications should be submitted to: 

 

CrossRoad 
50 Goddard Ave. 

Brookline, MA 02445 

 

 The cost for this program is absolutely zero unless you desire to 
purchase books or other things along the way.  This program is for the pur-
pose of nurturing Godôs call in anyone, not matter if they are male or female, 
or if they are choosing formal ministry or not.  It is about seeing God and His 
Church in your everyday life and nurturing that relationship not matter your 
occupation.  To find out more or to watch a video about this program, go 
onto their web site at:  www.crossroad.hchc.edu 
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Parenting By Design  
Ps. 127:3-4: Sons are a heritage from the Lord, children a reward from 
him. Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons born in one's youth. 

 

 Children are gifts from God, but we must remember they will 
leave our home in 18 - 20 years. Our purpose as parents isn't to hold onto 
these gifts tightly, but to prepare them to be released like the arrows of a 
warrior. 

 What a challenge! These verses should encourage us as we see 
our kids growing more and more independent each day. Just like arrows, 
we can guide and direct them, but at some point we have to let go. 

 How do we prepare them for life on their own? By letting go, bit 
by bit, each day. By speaking messages 
of encouragement and confidence, 
rather than skepticism and worry. By 
giving age-appropriate choices and re-
sponsibilities to even the youngest of 
children. For example: "Now that you're 
five, you're big enough to help me with 
dinner. Would you rather set the table or 
stir the muffin mix?" 

 Release your kids a little bit 
each day and remember that your goal 
is to let go one day. 

 

Parenting By Design is a daily mes-
sage that you can receive in your e-mail 
inbox or mobile device that combines 
the wisdom of Scripture with the day-to-
day issues facing parents.  To sign up 
for these short messages, go to: 
www.parentingbydesign.com 

Knowing Your Faith 

Takes On a New Book 

 Following our presentation by 

Chet Galaska in December, we mentioned 

that we will be reading his book, Finding 

Faith in a Skeptical World, as our next read-

ing.  So, around the middle of February, we 

will be starting this new book.  As you may 

remember, Chet was an atheist yet, 

through an event some might call an in-

credible coincidence, Chet saw God work-

ing in his life and decided to find answers 

to his questions.  The result is a book that, 

in several brief chapters, addresses all of 

the trials, struggles and doubts that most 

people have with God and with Churches.  

As we know exactly the date, we will publi-

cize further in the weekly bulletins but we 

hope that you will join.  If you need to pur-

chase a book, please see Fr. Chris 
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My Experiences Participating in the  

Oratorical Festival 
 Since I was in seventh grade, the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical 
Festival has been a part of every year of my life. I entered seventh grade 
having heard the Oratorical Festival mentioned many times, but with no 
intention of participating. I was an extremely shy 13 year old, and the idea of 
writing and delivering a speech in front of an audience, even people from my 
church community that had known and loved me for years, was daunting. 

 It soon became clear, however, that it was not an option for me 
not to participate. My parents thought this would be a great opportunity for 
me to learn more about my faith, become more well spoken, and conquer 
some of my shyness. I begrudgingly consented to ñtry it just onceò. I didnôt 
know that this seemingly unimportant Oratorical Festival would define the 
person I would become in middle school, high school, and beyond.    

 The first speech I wrote for the Oratorical Festival was written 
under extreme stress on my part.  As I endlessly flipped through the Bible for 
passages I could use in my speech, I felt like nothing could be more miser-
able than researching and writing this speech. I was wrong, because as it 
turned out, delivering the speech was the most difficult part of the Oratorical 
Festival for me. Because the writing of my speech took so long, I did not 
have much time to practice saying it out loud.  So when I found myself walk-
ing to the podium on that cold Sunday morning in March and standing in 
front of my peers and church family, I had no idea what I was doing. I was so 
frightened that I was thankful that the podium was actually taller than me so 
that I couldnôt see anyoneôs faces. I meekly delivered my speech as fast as I 
could and quickly sat down.  

Yet as I watched my fellow competitors who were a year older than me deliver their speeches so eloquently, I became encouraged that I could 
do that too. That first year I did not advance from the church level, but I realized that I wanted to succeed in this.  The next year without any pushing from 
my parents, I wrote a speech and practiced it, too. That year, I really improved as a speaker and a writer, and as my parents had hoped, I began to speak 
up more and to be less shy. I reached the Metropolis level, coming in second place, and my desire to improve and, consequently, win, grew even more.  

I participated in the Oratorical Festival throughout high school.  In my junior year, I reached the National Level of the Oratorical Festival, achiev-
ing the goal I had set out in seventh grade.  I had the opportunity to be part of the National Oratorical Festival in New York City that year with the top par-
ticipants from across the country.   It was truly an exciting experience. 

More importantly as I participated in the Oratorical Festival, I became genuinely interested in what it takes to prepare a good speech and deliv-
ery. Throughout my years of participation, I gained experience and am no longer scared of speaking in front of a large group of people.  I learned that no 
matter how nervous you are, if youôve practiced enough, people wonôt even notice some of the small mistakes.   

I have learned that the skill of public speaking really is invaluable in life.  Whether you are giving a presentation, interviewing for a job, or simply 
speaking up in class, the skills you learn from the Oratorical Festival are very practical. They have been for me.  I learned to speak up when I have some-
thing important to say and how to do that concisely and articulately, in order to hold peopleôs attention.  Through the Oratorical Festival, I learned to be 
poised and confident, to speak clearly, to convey my opinion respectfully, and to have my thoughts count for something. In addition to public speaking 
skills, I also learned researching and writing skills, which definitely held me in good stead in high school, and now in my first year of college.   

In addition to all these skills, I also learned much more about my faith through my research. This is something that I value more than anything 
else I learned by participating in the Oratorical Festival, because I have found that my faith is one of the most important things in my life.  

I had so much fun participating in the Oratorical Festival.  The wonderful people I have met and the skills I have learned are priceless.  Even if 
you are scared at first, or think itôs a lot of work, I encourage you to take advantage of the wonderful opportunities that the Oratorical Festival offers.  Take 
my word for it, you will be happy you did. 

         Anastasia P. Kourtis 

Stacey Kourtis, of the St. Demetrios Church in Weston, MA has been active in GOYA and many other youth ministries as well as being a faithful parishioner 

along with her parents, Nick and Jane Kourtis, her sister, Athanasia, and maternal grandparents, Rev. Dr. George Papademetriou and Presvytera Athanasia. 

Focusing on LiturgyFocusing on LiturgyFocusing on Liturgy   

Bible Study Sessions 

Each Tuesday at 7 pm 

Since most of us experience the Divine Liturgy 

more than anything else in the church, we will 

be acting out the service in the chapel with you 

doing what the priest does. 

 

The point of these sessions will be to see how 

the Scriptures are incorporated into our ser-

vices, how every action has a meaning and pur-

pose, and how the laity can really learn to wor-

ship from the clergyõs actions. 

CYA Offers College Students a Huge Opportunity 

 Imagine doing your college studies in Athens, Greece!  This program offers you the opportunity to take 

all of your classes in English, to have them fully transferable and to take in the Greek culture in your spare time.  

Whether you choose to spend a semester or a full year at CYA, you will embark on a truly extraordinary 

journey in which you will step out of the world of the familiar into a culture both exciting and new.  See 

www.cyathens.org for more details. 



 9 

 

St. George Hosts 
Parish Level 
Oratorical   

Festival 
 

Sunday, February  26 

12 Noon in the Chapel 

 

Join us as we support and encourage our young 

people to speak boldly about their faith and par-

ticipate in this national competition. 

Philoptochos News (from page 5) 

go directly to St. Basil's Acad-
emy, and other Philoptochos 
National charitable commit-
ments.  By the way, a few of 
the good luck coin winners 
were Georgia Malandrakis, 
Georgia Lisee, Betty Socha, 
and Deb Ciejek.  Good health 

and long life to all! 

     Thanks also to those who 
have donated their time to as-
sist us in our Philoptochos 

room "Makeover", including the Building Fund, Steve Scliopou, 
and to the following ladies who have helped to clean, organized, 
polish silver, and much more: Aspasia Gravanis, Denise Reed, 
Mary Anne Pappas, Eleni Hogan,  Sheila Joseph, Dorothy Tsatsos, 
Deb Ciejek, and Anastasia Moysis.  I'm sure others have also as-
sisted, and I thank you for your very kind assistance!  We are well 
on our way to having a beautified and organized Philoptochos 
Room to truly be proud of and that we can meet in and entertain 
in!  It will be very easy to maintain the order and beauty in the years 
ahead with everyone's ongoing assistance in placing things back in 
their rightful place after using.  Also, we are looking into utilizing the 
antique "Woodward & Brown" piano that we have in our 
room.  Does anyone have any information that they can share with 
me about who donated the piano, when it was donated, and what 

their wishes were for that beautiful (but in need of repairs) piano??? 

     On behalf of your dedicated Philoptochos Board of Directors, I 
would like to again wish everyone a Happy, Healthy, and Prosper-

ous New Year! 

  

With love and appreciation, 

Sue Alvanos, Philoptochos President 

413-789-0157, calvanos@hotmail.com 

On January 7, the GOYA organized a trip for their members 

and parents to go to the MassMutual Center to see the 

Springfield Armor basketball team.  Although the Armor 

eventually lost the game, the experience was a good one 

for everyone that attended.  There was a good amount of 

entertainment besides the game itself and everyone en-

joyed themselves thoroughly.  They hope to do more 

events like this soon. 




