
   

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 Over the summer, 
four of our fellow parishioners 
went to Atlanta, GA to attend 
the Clergy-Laity Congress for 
the Archdiocese.  Throughout 
this issue are updates and 
reports but allow me to say 

something about the overall theme: Come 
and See. 

 The words are taken from the gos-
pels when Jesus was calling His disciples.  
In fact, He was calling them to leave behind 
their old lives and to see who Christ Himself 
was.  The theme, I think, was most appropri-
ate for this moment in time when, in some 
ways, the situation is similar.  Our own peo-
pleðperhaps youðare looking at and fol-
lowing something that is less than what we 
have in Christ.  Many of the Churches 
around us are coming up with new ways all 
the time to deny the truth of the gospel, to 
turn its moral principles on their heads and 
to turn off their own people to Christ and the 
Church. 

 To our own people who are putting 
nationalism first, social clubs first, even 
charitable groups before Christôs Church, I 
say like Christ, ñCome and see.ò  To those 
who are feeling despair, unfulfilled, alone, 
and yet still blessed by God, I say again, 
ñCome and see what a closer relationship to 

God can do for you.  Come and see how God 
can heal your wounds, give you a sense of 
purpose for your life and how the Church can 
create an instant family in your life.ò 

 This year promises to be a great 
one for our families and for everyone who 
seeks to grow spiritually.  We will be getting 
together at least once monthly to enjoy each 
otherôs company and to grow in our relation-
ship to God and each other .  We will be 
planning a day at the camp in NH also and 
taking advantage of all the resources that our 
Metropolis and Archdiocese offer us. 

 So, I want everyone to know how 
excited I am about the possibilities of this 
year but also how dependent I feel on all of 
you to join me.  The parish leadership and I 
cannot do this without you, the faithful parish-
ioners of St. George.  We really need to be-
gin putting our families first, making the rela-
tionships between us all a priority and paying 
special attention to the teachings of our 
Church as we grow. 

 Like anything that is still growing 
and changing, our Church families have to be 
vigilant to grow properly, healthfully and 
straight.  The world has a message that is, all 
too often, the exact opposite of our message 
in the Church.  We hope that you will be 
among the first to join us as we seek to 
strengthen our families, strengthen our 
Church and make St. George Cathedral a 
beautiful place to worship God. 
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Special points of interest: 

¶ Glendiõs Here and that 

means: All Hands On Deck! 

¶ St. George Family Camp at 

MBC in October 

¶ Learn Greek in a Day (the 

Evening Session) 

¶ Post Glendi Seminars for 

non-Orthodox Christians 

¶ The BFC Plans a Busy Fall 

Season for the Center 

¶ The Clergy-Laity Calls All of 

Us to òCome and Seeó 

¶ Nineteen Youth Attend 

MBC in New Hampshire 

¶ Philoptochos Ladies Hon-

ored Locally and Nationally 

Rev. Fr. Christopher H. Stamas, Pastor September 2010 

St. George Gives Spiritual Award to 17 Youth  
 While it may seem like a very long time ago, the final day of Sunday School, June 20, saw 
something happen that has never happened before at St. George.  In the midst of a very well-attended 

luncheon at the Cultural Center, our youth were honored with graduation and promotion certificates 

and the annual scholarships from various sources.  Congratulations to all the recipients. 

 What has never happened before was the recognition of so many young peopleð
seventeen in allðpurely for the spiritual achievements.  In other words, these young people were 
awarded both the St. Basil Youth Service Award and the St. Sophia Church Service Award for 

accomplishing truly amazing things throughout the entire year. 

 These awards, which are being copied in various other parishes (continued on page 8)  
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St. George Endowment 

Trust Committee 
 The St. George Endowment Trust Commit-
tee would like to thank Bess Wilson for continuing 
her membership to the Endowment 100 Club  for 
2010.  We also would like to thank Harry and 
Christine Stamas and Georgia Malandrakis for 
initiating their membership to the Club for 2010, 
as well.  To the above parishioners we would like 
to express our deepest gratitude for their support 
to this most worthwhile endeavor.  The following is 
a list of active members as of August 1, 2010: 

Charlie and Sue Alvanos 
Diane Colapietro 

George Couchiaftis 
Chuck and Marcia Eliopoulos 

Georgia Malandrakis 
John and Liza Pappas 

Mary Anne Pappas 
Spero and Antonia Perakis 

Peter Poulopoulos 
Andy and Doreen Psilakis 

Harry and Christine Stamas 
Nick and Helen Stavarakis 

Bess Wilson 
 
  Andy Psilakis 
            Chair, Endowment Trust Committee 

 A HUGE thank you to the chairladies and volun-
teers that did all the cooking and baking for 

GLENDI 2010. Without their hard work, our 

festival would not be possible. May God continue 
to bless each of you abundantly. 

Baklava - Joanne Papadimitriou 

Diples - Alexandra Schoolcraft 

Dolmathes -  Kiki Anderson & Antigoni Panidis 

Finikia - Bess Mavredakis           

Kataifi - Irene Koutroubila 

Koulourakia - Aspasia Gravanis 

Kourambiethes - Betty Socha 

Mousaka & Pastitsio - Maria Papadoulias 

Tsourekia - Nikki Lipp 

Thanks from the Building Fund Committee 
 

On behalf of the whole parish, the Building Fund Committee would like to thank Mrs. Loukia Koundourakis for her very substantial 

recent donation to the Building Fund.  Loukia has been a member of our community for close to 40 years and we have always known 

her to have our best interest in mind.  ǃǧǱǦǩǬǺǩǢ ǭǙǮǞ ǭǬǨǺ ǱǤ ǠǢǪǪǞǦǬǡǶǮǜǞ ǱǤǯ ǧǞǦ ǢǲǴǹǩǞǰǱǢ ǈ. ǈǬǲǪǱǬǲǮǙǧǤ ǴǮǹǪǦǞ ǭǬǨǨǙ.  

GLENDI 2010  
is almost here and 
everyone is needed to 
make this yearôs 
event a big success.  
Please be sure to link 
your Facebook and 
Twitter pages to our 
w e b  s i t e  o r 
Glendi2010.com  

This year, weôll be 
offering a Modern 
Greek class also to 
anyone interested.   
Please come and help 
us publicize this one 
great fundraiser of the 
year.  Help is also 
needed in all areas. 

Hope to see you! 
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2010 PARISH COUNCIL 

President: Nikki Lipp 

Vice President: Liza Pappas 

Treasurer: Anthony Lalikos 

Secretary: Calliope Hoffman 

 Diane Arventos 

 Chris Chrisanthopoulos 

 George Couchiaftis 

 John Kontekakis 

 James Papadimitriou 

 Nicholas Rizas 

 Alexandra Schoolcraft 

 Joseph Spano 

 

COMMITTEE AND 

ORGANIZATION HEADS 

Building Fund Committee Despina Varelakis Costa 
 

Cantor  Emilios Mavroudhis 
 

Choir Director   Joan Marcil 
 

Endowment Fund  Andrew Psilakis  
 

G.O.Y.A.  Kristina Collins 
 

Greek School   Liza Pappas 
 

J.O.Y.   Alexandra Sophinos 
 

Over 60 Club   Anastasia Biakis 
 

Philoptochos   Susan Alvanos 
 

Sexton  Clara Somers 
 

Sunday School   Dimitra Stathis Ciejek 

                                              Despina Varelakis Costa 
 

Stewardship  Charles Alvanos 

 

 

 

The Apostle is the monthly newsletter of St. George Greek 

Orthodox Cathedral of Western Massachusetts, Inc. 

22 St. George Road, Springfield, MA 01104 

Tel: 413-737-1496            E-mail: stgeorgeoffice@verizon.net 

An online version is also available anytime at our web site: 

www.stgeorgecath.org   Simply click on ñThe Apostleò. 

Parish e-mailings can be automatically received by clicking 

on Subscribe to Mailings on the parish web site. 

 

 

 

 

CôJACK REALTY ASSOC. 

Real Estate Development  

 

P.O. Box 476  

West Springfield, MA 01089  

 

 

CHRISTOPHER CIEJEK, General Partner  

413-739-0670 

To my dear St. George family, 

 
     You don't need to be the president to be a leader in our church.  Important 
titles are an honor and a privilege, but leadership in serving our church and 
our Lord comes from the heart, from the hands, and from the ability to say, 
yes, I will join with others who are serving, to accomplish something to help 
our community and others.  Three such women from St. George were re-
cently honored, not for their leadership position, but for their ability to get up 
each day and say "yes" to serving St. George, our Orthodox Faith, our com-

munity, and ultimately, our Lord. 

     Longstanding Philoptochos Board member Mary Anne 
Pappas was recently honored with the Laity Ministry Award 
from St. George at the Metropolis Laity Awards Banquet.  
Mary Anne is no different from you and meða family-oriented 
personðbut one who goes above and beyond the call of duty 
each day to serve humbly but relentlessly. Mary Anne gives 
with an open heart and is an inspiration to all those who know 

her. Her leadership comes from her service. 

     Diane Colapietro, 91 years old, current Philoptochos Assistant Treasurer, 
and 60+ year Philoptochos member was chosen from a field of 130 women 
whose Philoptochos chapters nominated them for the 
AGAPE Award at the National Philoptochos Conven-
tion. Diane was chosen as the AGAPE Award winner from 
the Boston Metropolis, and was given the award, along with 
eight other dynamic women, at a special ceremony at the 
convention. Humble, God-serving, and a leader from within 
on the Philoptochos Board and in the church, Diane was 
also treated to a special audience with (continued page 5) 
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1 Septembri/ou -  Tou Agi/ou Sumew/n tou Stuli/tou kai 

tou Ihsou/ tou Nauh/ kai Arxh/ thj Indi/ktou, tou ne/ou 

ekklhsiastikou/ e/touj, sto parekklh/si stij 9 p.m.  

 

14 Septembri/ou -  H Pagko/mioj  /Uywsij tou Timi/ou 

kai Zwopoiou/ Staurou/, sto parekklh/si stij 9 p.m.  

SPECIAL SERVICES FOR THE MONTHS OF SEPTEMBERSPECIAL SERVICES FOR THE MONTHS OF SEPTEMBER   

September 1�² Feast of St. Symeon the Stylites,  Joshua, 
the son of Nun, and the First Day of the Ecclesiastical 
Year, in the chapel at 9 am 

 

September 14�² Feast of the Exaltation of the Precious 
and Life-giving Cross, in the chapel at 9 am 

O IHSOUS TOU NAUH 
 ƹǱǞǪ ǃǟǮǞǜǬǯ ǠǦǬǯ ǱǬǲ ǋǞǲǛ ǧǞǦ ǡǦǙǡǬǴǬǯ ǱǬǲ ǊǶǸǰǛ ǱǬǲ ǭǮǬǳǛǱǤ, ǩǢǱǙ ǱǬǪ ǥǙǪǞǱǬ ǱǬǲ ǬǭǬǜǬǲ ǞǪǚǨǞǟǢ 

ǱǤǪ ǞǮǴǤǠǜǞ ǱǬǲ ǨǞǬǺ ǧǞǦ ǱǬǪ ǬǡǛǠǤǰǢ ǩǞǣǜ ǩǢ ǱǤǪ ǧǦǟǶǱǹ ǰǱǤǪ ǎǞǨǞǦǰǱǜǪǤ. ƿǳǬǺ ǱǤǪ ǧǞǱǚǨǞǟǢ, ǱǤǪ 

ǩǬǜǮǞǰǢ ǰǱǬǲǯ ǇǰǮǞǤǨǜǱǢǯ, ǱǬǲǯ ǬǭǬǜǬǲǯ ǧǲǟǚǮǪǤǰǢ ǠǦǞ 27 ǴǮǹǪǦǞ. ƿǭǢǟǜǶǰǢ 110 ǴǮǬǪǻǪ.  
 

O SUMEWN O STULITHS 
ǈǞǱǞǠǹǱǞǪ Ǟǭǹ ǚǪǞ ǴǶǮǦǹ ǱǤǯ ǈǦǨǦǧǜǞǯ ǱǬ ǐǦǰǙǪ. ƸǣǤǰǢ Ǣǭǜ ǟǞǰǦǨǢǜǞǯ ǉǚǬǪǱǬǯ ǱǬǲ ƿ` ǧǞǦ ǭǞǱǮǦǞǮǴǜǞǯ 

ǊǞǮǱǲǮǜǬǲ ǰǱǤǪ ƿǪǱǦǹǴǢǦǞ. ƿǭǹ ǪǢǞǮǛ ǤǨǦǧǜǞ ǞǳǬǰǦǻǥǤǧǢ ǰǱǬ ǆǢǹ ǧǞǦ ǥǚǨǤǰǢ ǪǞ ǞǰǧǤǱǢǺǰǢǦ ǧǬǪǱǙ ǰǱǬǪ 

ǹǰǦǬ ǅǨǦǹǡǶǮǬ ǠǦǞ ǡǚǧǞ ǴǮǹǪǦǞ. ƻǩǶǯ Ǥ ǞǪǙǠǧǤ ǱǬǲ ǠǦǞ ǢǪǱǬǪǹǱǢǮǢǯ ǞǰǧǤǱǦǧǚǯ ǡǬǧǦǩǞǰǜǢǯ ǛǱǞǪ ǚǪǱǬǪǤ ǧǞǦ 

ǚǱǰǦ ǭǛǮǢ ǱǤǪ ǞǭǹǳǞǰǤ ǪǞ ǣǛǰǢǦ ǭǙǪǶ ǰ` ǚǪǞ ǰǱǺǨǬ ǠǦǞ ǰǞǮǙǪǱǞ ǬǨǹǧǨǤǮǞ ǴǮǹǪǦǞ.  

Join us for our very first 

Family Camp at MBC  
October 8 & 9 

 

�-�X�V�W���O�L�N�H���R�X�U���N�L�G�·�V���F�D�P�S�����Z�H���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���R�X�W�G�R�R�U���D�Q�G��
indoor activities and discussions.  Adults and 

children will each have their own sessions. 
Mealtime and worship in the chapel will be  

together as families. 
 

For those who are able, we will start at 4 p.m. on 
Friday and end at 4 p.m. on Saturday. 

 

Sessions will include tips, exercises and discussion on how to improve our 
marriages and our own personal well-being. 

 

For overnight accommodations in the new Retreat Center and three meals, 
the cost is just $120 per family of four.   

 

Add $100 for each additional room. 
For those coming for Saturday only, 

the cost is just $25 per person. 
 

There is limited availability so 
please book with the office now! 

Post Glendi Seminars 
 Last year, we had the largest crowds ever for 

our Church tours.  In fact, the crowds differed from 

past years not only in size but in their interest of all 

things Orthodox.    

 So, this year, beginning the week after Glendi, 

Fr. Chris will be conducting a series of three seminars 

for those who may have come to Glendi and would like 

more information, as well as for those at St. George 

who have never taken an introductory class on basic 

Orthodoxy. 

 The sessions will meet for three consecutive  

Tuesday nights from 7 to 9 p.m. beginning on Septem-

ber 21.  The topics to be covered will be: The Orthodox 

Church: Where Did It Come From?,  An Orthodox View 

of Salvation, and finally, Prayer and Spirituality in the 

Orthodox Church. 

 If you are a cradle Orthodox but feel you never 

really learned about your faith, this session is for you.  

Even those who regularly attend Bible Study will bene-

fit greatly from these sessions. 

 If you have any friends that are looking for a 

Church or are simply interested in faith matters, please 

spread the word to them.  All session are free to the 

general public. 

A time will come, the moment will arrive for 
these eyes to close and for the soulôs eyes to 
open. Then we shall see a new world, new 
beings, a new creation, a new life without 
end. Its title is: ñInfinite Immortality,ò the great 
homeland, incorruptible and everlastingðthe 
heavenly Jerusalem, the mother of the first-
born, where redeemed souls, which have 
been washed of their impurity by the blood of 

the innocent Lamb, will dwell!   ~Elder Ephraim 


