
                             
 
 

GRADE AND MAIN  
THEME OF YEAR 

 1 
GOD THE FATHER 

 
Who He is; His Nature, 

Attributes and 
commandments. 
What He does. 

Doctrine 
Response to God 

 

2 
GOD THE SON 
JESUS CHRIST 

 
Who He is; His nature, 

Attributes and gifts. 
What He does. 

Doctrine 
Response to Christ 

 

3 
GOD THE  

HOLY SPIRIT 
 

Who He is: His nature, 
Attributes and gifts.   

What He does. 
Doctrine 

Response to the Spirit. 
 

4 
CHURCH 

 
Community 

Doctrine 
History  

Administration 
Architecture 

 

5 
WORSHIP AND 

PRAYER 
 

Meaning 
Purpose  
Benefits 
Methods 

 

6 
LITURGY 

 
Meaning  
Purpose 
Structure 

Participation 
 

7 
SACRAMENTS 

AND OTHER 
SERVICES 

 
Meaning 
Purpose 
Structure 

Participation 
 

 

Pre-School:  GOD LOVES US 
 
The Pre-School program concentrates 
on the theme and the experience of 
love.  God loves the pre-schooler, his 
family, and the world.  The pre-
schooler begins to recognize God’s 
love through seeing his family, others 
and all things around him as God’s 
gifts.  He experiences God’s love in 
playing with others, family relationships 
and activities, and participation in 
Church worship and life. 
 

 God loves me and the whole 
world. 
God’s love is shown through 
the beauty of creation: sky, 
mountains, lakes, flowers, 
birds and animals. 
We love God and thank Him 
for all His gifts. 
We show God’s love by how 
we care for and protect each 
other. 
 

God gave us Jesus. 
Mary and Joseph love and 
protect Jesus – the 
Flight into Egypt. 
Jesus loves and blesses 
children. 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd 
who brings back the lost 
sheep. 
Jesus taught us to love each 
other as He loved us. 
 

The Holy Spirit came upon 
Jesus at His baptism.  
We receive the Holy Spirit at 
our baptism. 
The Holy Spirit in our hearts 
makes us feel God’s love. 
 

We love the Church as God’s 
house. 
In the Church we love each 
other. 
The Church is the family of 
God. 
Jesus is the Leader of the 
Church. 
The family of God includes 
the priest, grandparent, 
parents, the children and all 
the people. 
Godparents, by their 
willingness to sponsor, also 
exhibit love and faith. 
 

We show our love for God by 
praying together. 
When we pray, we thank God 
and ask Him to help us. 
We learn how to make the 
Cross. 
We learn how to light a 
candle. 
We learn to pray “Holy God, 
Holy Mighty,….” 
We learn how to venerate an 
icon. 
In the Church, we show 
respect and proper conduct. 
 

We come to Liturgy because 
we know God loves us.  God 
shows His love for us by 
giving us Holy Communion. 
By receiving Holy 
Communion we receive 
Jesus. 
Holy Communion helps us to 
feel God’s love in our hearts 
and to love each other. 
In the Liturgy we pray, sing, 
and thank God for all His 
gifts. 
 

Prayers at the birth of a child 
when the priest visits in the 
hospital or in the home.  By 
Baptism we become 
Christians and followers of 
Christ. 

 
 

 

 
 8 

PRAYERS AND HYMNS 
 

Actual Prayers 
Actual Hymns 

9 
SAINTS, FEAST AND 

CYCLES 
 

Meaning  
Witness 

Relevance 
 

10 
SCRIPTURE 

 
The Gospel 

The role of Scripture in the 
Orthodox Church 

Persons, events and salvation 
history 

Passages 
Biblical skills 

 

11 
TRADITION 

 
Importance of Tradition 

Liturgical acts outside of the 
Sacraments 
Iconography 

Customs 
Symbols 

 

12 
CHRISTIAN FAMILY 

 
Meaning 
Purpose 

Way of Life and values 
Praying and working together 

Joys and responsibilities 
Customs and traditions 

 

13 
ETHICS AND SPIRITUALITY 

 
Doctrine of personhood; 

Theosis: image and likeness; 
Mystical union; new creation; 
Lie in Christ; fruit of the Spirit. 
Faith, repentance, fasting and 

good works.  Divine grace 
and free will Christian values 

Sin and forgiveness 
Evil, suffering and death 

14 
SERVICE AND MISSION 

 
Gifts and talents 

Ministries 
Vocations, jobs and 

professions 
Witness 

Evangelism 
 

15 
OTHER FAITHS, 

SOCIETY AND WORLD 
 

Christian Ecumenism 
Other Living Religions 

Social Issues and Problems 
Justice and Peace 

Recreation and Entertainment 
Ecology 

Apologetics 
 

 
 Begin to learn the Lord’s 

Prayer. 
“Holy God” (Trisagion Prayer) 
 “By the prayers of the 
Theotokos, Savior, save us.” 
A short meal prayer with 
parent. 
An evening prayer with 
parent. 
A morning prayer with parent. 
Selections from songbook. 
 

Thanksgiving- daily & yearly 
Christmas – the birth of Jesus 
Theophany – the baptism of 
Jesus and three Persons 
Annunciation – the good 
news about Jesus’ birth. 
Easter – weekly & yearly 
Other feasts and saints as 
may be suitable to specific 
lessons 
 

The golden book carried by 
the priest in Church is the 
Bible.  The Bible is God’s 
Book given to us. 
Biblical stories related to 
Feasts of the Lord and the 
Theotokos.  Biblical stories 
exemplifying God’s love for 
us. 
 

Sign of the Cross 
Candles 
Incense 
Icons of feasts and Biblical 
stories suitable to lessons. 
 

God gives us our family. 
We love each other in our 
family. 
We say “thank you” to God for 
our family. 
 

Because God loves us, we 
can trust and obey Him.  
Saying “thank you” to God for 
all His gifts. 
We love God, Jesus, our 
family, and others. 
I am special because God 
made me. 
 

We play with the hands, feet, 
and body God gave us. 
We take turns in a game. 
 

Helping parents. 
Sharing with others. 
Protect the wonderful world 
God gave us. 
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